Puberty delay of bank vole females in a high-density population.
The onset of puberty in bank vole females was studied, with uterine weight, ovarian weight, and the number of large ovarian follicles used as indicators of gonadal activity. Maturation of females born at the beginning of the reproductive season was suppressed by the presence of other females. Puberty of animals born at the end of season was primarily influenced by climatic variation.